Dmytro Sorochan history
Documentation is from sister Pearl Sorochan Ewasiuk and son Walter Sorochan.

Dmytro Sorochan was born in a village of Knyazi county of Snyatyn, province of Halychyna, Ukraine, on August 30, 1890,

When Dmytro was a little boy, he worked as a shepherd for the landlord. Dmytro father’s three sheep would graze with the landlord’s flock. One day, while watching the flock, Dmytro accidentally whistled his dog on the sheep. The sheep, in turn, scattered and instinctively fled to their yard. In their haste, they ran into the landlord’s home. Since the landlord and his family were Jewish, they celebrated the ritual Friday night Sabbath supper. In the middle of their celebration, they were overrun by their sheep.

As a penalty for this inconvenience, Dmytro was ordered to work for two months, without pay, to compensate for the damages.

He migrated with his parents to Canada on March, 1900, sailing on a ship from Hamburg, Germany, to Halifax, Canada. The family eventually settled in the Zawale, Alberta area. His father, Ivan, would leave Dmytro and his mother to find work building railroads. They stayed with his older uncle Wasyl Sorochan and his wife for about a year and then moved to stay with the Ivan Solowan family. These were very hard times and Dmytro’s family had very little money. 
Dmytro baby sat his younger brothers and sisters while his mother took odd jobs. 
In the spring of 1901, Dmytro’s family left the Solowans and moved to their own homestead [SE. ¼ 28-55-17 W4M]. The land was very poor, mostly sand and valley. They built a dugout into the hillside, called boordei. Their food supply consisted of wild berries, fish from a nearby creek and rabbits which Dmytro snared. They stayed on this land through the summer of 1901 and then moved five miles east, where they lived until the summer of 1902 before returning to their original homestead. In 1903 Ivan framed a house before going to work on a railroad west of Calgary. Palahna, left alone with four children, plastered the house and built an outdoor oven [pich]. Dmytro whittled hinges for the doors and windows with shutters. They lived on this land for approximately three years and then bought the Zawale farm, which eventually became the farm willed to their youngest son Peter Sorochan.
The many hardships of growing up in Ukraine and Canada had a significant impact on Dmytro. He perceived education as the most important and essential way to improve himself and survive in Canada. He became an avid reader while attending school.

Dmytro became a very well educated person during his late teen age years, having completed high school in Vegreville, Alberta. 

As a young man, Dmytro went to the United States to seek employment. While living in the Chicago area he worked and earned money to pay for tuition fees to attend Valparasio University. He also worked in Detroit, Chicago and Philadelphia at various jobs. When he was called to serve in the armed forces in United States, he returned to Canada. Although he trained in the army in Edmonton, he was discharged due to eye-sight deficiencies.

Dmytro obtained a provisional teaching permit and taught school for a year at Borwich, near Willingdon, Alberta. In 1919, he and two friends ventured into the Peace and Spirit River areas of Alberta’s north country, speculating on the development of farming and mining. Their speculative plans did not come about and they returned home financially broke. 
Since self-improvement and higher education was a high priority, Dmytro attended University of Alberta from 1920-1921, and began studying law. This early education enabled him to organize his thoughts and develop writing skills. However, he ran out of money and switched from University of Alberta to attend Alberta School of Agriculture in Vermillion, Alberta. He obtained his prestigious Diploma in Practical Agriculture in 1923. 

His Agricultural diploma opened good employment opportunities. During this time, in the 1920’s, he served as secretary-treasurer for the municipality of Wostok from 1924 to 1929. He brought honesty, integrity, recordkeeping, book-keeping and organizational skills to his civic position. During his tenure, he became a prominent figure within the community, often being called upon for personal guidance and legal advice. He bought a quarter section of land [160 acres] and began farming on the side.  
Dmytro Sorochan was instrumental in organizing Zawale residents to build a community hall that hosted many social activities as a community center. 
It was during the time of public service, somewhere after 1925, that he became acquainted with Olive Danelovich. Olive had the lovely features of her mother and was very attractive. Her parents lived in Smoky Lake, Alberta and were involved in church and community affairs. In the spring of 1928, the municipal district centralized its office in Andrew, Alberta.
As was customary for newly married couples in those days, he and his wife began their marriage by living in his mother’s home in Zawale. Alberta, where he maintained his public office. But in the spring of 1928, the municipality centralized its office in Andrew Alberta. Dmytro built a house in Andrew, just in time for his newborn son, Walter.
While continuing to work for the municipality of Andrew, Dmytro earned extra income by serving as an agent for several insurance companies, as a real estate agent, as a bailiff and sheriff. 
Since he was a prominent and respected community figure, he was asked by the conservative political party to run as a political candidate. He accepted the offer but lacking the tact and political skills and lost the election. 
In 1930, a daughter, Alice, was born. By this time, the great economical recession had begun. Dmytro lost most of his real estate holdings and, virtually broke, moved back to live with his mother, sister Pearl and brother Peter on the farm in Zawale. 

In 1933, Dmytro and wife Olive purchased a partially cultivated 160 acre farm just south of Zawale Community Hall. A third child, Marie, was born in 1937. Although the soil was not very productive, it helped the family to survive five years of the cruel depression. 

The farm did not raise enough grain to make a profit. Lacking money, Dmytro became an entrepreneur and tried numerous businesses. One was as a traveling Watkin’s salesman that was not profitable. 
All the while life during the 1930’s recession had some good perks. Community life was diversified and families bonded with each other and evolved a new life style support. On Sundays, all of the Sorochan relatives would meet at Grandma Palahna’s Zawale farm, where she had a big table spread out with very health food. The kids played and uncles and aunts discussed social events, farm issues and gave each other emotional support. Sunday family gatherings were in addition to the Zawale community life of going to church and socializing with friends and relatives. Dmytro was not a religious man. 
Part of community life was early spring community picnics. The delights of the picnic for Walter and Alice were the five cent vanilla ice cream cones, or a Babe Ruth chocolate bar or a slice of sweet watermelon. Another fall community adventure was traveling with neighbors to pick wild ripe blueberries. Fall was also grain harvest time when all the neighbors and relatives used bartering, where no money was used, to collectively help each family bring in their crops. No one ever forgot the smell of hot coffee, the tasty baloney with mustard sandwiches and fresh baked lemon pie that permeated the air during thrashing time. 
Dmytro used his entrepreneurial skills to try his hand at silver fox farming that was another failure. He did not have skills to raise foxes.
World War II began in 1939 and suddenly there was a demand for war workers. Now age 50, Dmytro enrolled in a sheet metal course in Edmonton, Alberta. As a new skilled sheet metal worker, he went to work for Vancouver Shipyards in 1941. A second son, Robert, was born in Zawale in 1941. Shortly thereafter, Dmytro’s family move to the Vancouver area, where they bought a ten acre chicken egg farm in the lower Fraser Valley in Cloverdale, B.C.. Dmytro continued working in the shipyard while wife Olive and the kids worked the chicken-egg farm. Walter and Alice attended high school in Cloverdale. The family lived in this way until 1946, when they sold the chicken farm and moved to Prince George in central British Columbia, where Dmytro purchased a logging-sawmill business. When the timber stand was exhausted, Dmytro moved the family back to the Vancouver area where he purchased a mushroom farm in 1952. 
The mushroom business was a hard work, needed special farming skills and needed instant attention to picking ripe mushrooms. The mushroom business was so so and Dmytro sold the mushroom farm and bought a chicken-strawberry farm in Aldergrove, B.C. in 1956. The farm proved too much for the family and they sold it and bought a fixer-up house in Whaley’s Corner, just east of New Wesminister, B.C.. Dmytro fixed the house and Dmytro and Olive retired there. Dmytro suffered a brain stroke and died in1963. 
Olive continued to live in Whalley’s Corner, finding life for a widow lonely and difficult. She died in 1973. 
Dmytro’s belief in education inspired his oldest son, to be the only Sorochan in the family to graduate from a university in 1951. Walter went on to get a Master’s degree from University of Oregon, a doctoral degree from Indiana University and a Master of Public Health degree from UCLA. Walter became full professor in health education at San Diego State University. Walter saw his father as a hero and fulfilled his father’s dream of a university education.
Dmytro’s life was an adventure of life and survival from the day he was born until the day he died.  He expressed joy in 1962 to having lived long enough to witness space travel and landing on the moon. 
From early childhood, Dmytro became aware that he had to fend for himself. There were “no free lunches.” He acquired the will and courage to try new ways of surviving and earn a living. Although he tried his luck at new ventures, failed in many of them because he was not aware that he lacked the job skills for them, he never lost his belief that it was better to work for yourself than to work for someone else. Like the rest of his relatives, he was never on welfare and he never begged. He made sure that his family had food on the table, a roof over their heads and warm clothes in the winter. 

Dmytro had a passion for politics, justice and government. He tried to fulfill his dream of a better life for himself and his children. He and his wife inculcated in their children honesty, character, hard work, integrity and self-sufficiency. 
